Chronic cor pulmonale: a rare complication of undiagnosed pacemaker lead endocarditis.
Pacemaker lead infection is a rare life-threatening complication of permanent transvenous pacing. We describe the case of a young man who suffered recurrent undiagnosed septic pulmonary embolisms from pacemaker lead vegetations inducing chronic cor pulmonale with major pulmonary arterial hypertension. The potential complications of transvenous pacing and the systematic use of transesophageal echocardiography are emphasized.